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that has been condemned by all thoughtful men, and that has caused
intense irritation amongst a portion of His Majesty's subjects.
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325. BRITAIN, TURKET AND EGTPT

The latest cablegrams show that the ill-feeling between the British
and the Turkish Governments has further increased. The whole trouble
is about the Egyptian boundary which still remains undefined. The first
clash occurred near Akaba. Following this, the Turkish army marched
on Taba Yama in the Sinai district with a view to taking possession of
it. The British Government thereupon sent a communication to their
Ambassador, Sir Nicholas O'Connor, asking him to lodge a strong pro-
test with the Turkish Government and urge them to withdraw their army
from Taba. The Turkish Government took no notice, and was, on the
other hand, encouraged by the Germkn Emperor to flout the British
Government's wishes. Now the Turkish army is building a fort at Akaba
and apparently preparing for war.1 In retaliation, the British Govern-
ment have started strengthening their garrison in Egypt. Moreover, the
British Government fear that the Egyptians too are on the side of the
Turkish Government. If these differences between the British and Turkish
Governments should lead to war, it would be the first of its kind. It
does not seem likely that the Turkish Government will retract. A cable-
gram received by The Witness shows that the border posts erected near
Rafa have been demolished by the Turkish army.

[From Gujarati]
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326. OUR DUTY
A correspondent who has signed himself "Ajax" has addressed a
letter to The Advertiser. We print a translation elsewhere in this issue.
The letter deserves to be pondered over by all Indians. It is intended
to stir up public feeling against us. All of it is written in an ironical
manner, the purport being that Indians are useless in times of war.
We should give this accusation earnest thought. In sending an offer
of help to the Natal Government we took the right step. Because of this,
we can face others with some measure of confidence. But that is not enough.
We should strive harder with a view to playing [a more direct] part in
times of war. Under the Militia Law, enlisting is compulsory for whites
i Taba was occupied by the Turkish forces ostensibly to protect the Turkish Railway
between Damascus and Mecca. Eventually, a new demarcation of the frontier between Rafa
and Akaba was agreed upon.